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Town  of  Redcliff 

(Revised  November  1963) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  8 - 13  - 6 - W4  in  Census  Division  No.  1.  This  location  is  six 
miles  northwest  of  Medicine  Hat  on  the  Trans  Canada  Highway  No.  1 and  on 
the  main  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,444  feet  Latitude  - 50/05  Longitude  - 110/47 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 66.4°  F. 

Average  winter  - 16.1°  F. 

Average  annual  - 42.2°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 9.39  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 41.6  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 13.55  inches. 

(Note  - Sections  3 and  4 were  taken  from  the  weather  station  at  Medi- 
cine Hat.) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  in  the  Redcliff  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the 
Belly  River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is  a 
series  of  light  colored  sandstone  and  shales.  This  horizon  includes  dinosaur 
beds  and  coal  seams. 

6.  SOIL 

Redcliff  is  in  the  brown  soil  zone. 

Vegetation  — 

Short  grass  prairie. 

Soil  Profile  — 

In  the  normal  profile  the  surface  horizon  is  about  5 inches  deep  and 
brown  in  color.  The  sub-soil  is  commonly  brownish  in  color  and  the  lime 
horizon  is  found  at  depths  averaging  16  inches  below  the  surface.  The  parent 
material  is  found  at  depths  of  14  to  24  inches.  In  other  zones  this  horizon 
occurs  at  greater  depths. 
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Fertility  — 

Moisture  is  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  production.  Soils  in 
this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  and  under  irrigation 
or  in  a wet  year,  respond  to  fertilizers  supplying  these  elements. 

Land  Use  — 

Only  the  most  favorable  soil  type  can  be  considered  arable.  Most  of  the 
area  is  desirable  for  ranching.  Where  farmed,  wheat  is  the  principal  crop 
grown.  Cropping  practices  must  provide  for  moisture  conservation  and  con- 
trol of  soil  drifting.  The  long  frost-free  period  makes  this  zone  a desirable  area 
for  the  development  of  irrigation. 

7.  HISTORY 

Redcliff  derived  its  name  from  the  red  coloured  banks  of  the  South 
Saskatchewan  River. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  reached  the  town  in  1883,  and  the  arrival 
of  steel  soon  encouraged  settlers  to  the  area.  In  1910  to  1914  Redcliff  was  the 
industrial  centre  of  Alberta.  The  real  estate  firm  of  Stoner,  Lockwood  and 
Wheeler  owned  the  majority  of  the  town  and  promoted  the  sale  of  land  to 
industrialists,  using  as  their  main  point  of  persuasion  the  availability  of  natural 
gas,  water  and  power.  Some  of  the  industries  which  located  in  the  area 
included  a motor  car  manufacturing  plant,  brick  manufacturers,  glass  manu- 
facturers, steel  rolling  mill  and  bolt  company,  hat  and  cap  company,  steel 
company,  furniture  manufacturer,  shoes  and  glove  factory,  show  case  manufac- 
turing company,  coal  mining,  cigar  factory  and  greenhouses.  With  the  outbreak 
of  World  War  One  in  1914  the  majority  of  the  firms  were  forced  to  close  due  to 
the  limited  market  and  loss  of  manpower.  The  steel  mill  was  dismantled  after 
the  war  and  shipped  to  Calgary  and  later  transferred  to  Vancouver.  Three 
brick  yards,  one  glass  company  and  several  greenhouses  are  still  in  operation. 
Messrs.  Stoner,  Lockwood  and  Wheeler  owned  the  gas  rights  and  organized 
Canadian  Western  Power  and  Fuel  Company  to  supply  gas  to  industries  and 
local  residences.  The  company  later  sold  their  rights  to  Dominion  Glass  Com- 
pany who  still  control  gas  distribution.  The  brick  yards  own  their  own  gas 
wells. 

Redcliff  was  incorporated  as  a village  in  1910  and  as  a town  in  1912. 
The  first  school  was  established  in  1911.  Water  and  gas  were  installed  in  1912. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  town  is  located  on  flat  land  above  the  South  Saskatchewan  River. 
The  streets  are  wide  and  gravelled  with  cement  sidewalks.  The  residential  area 
has  well  attended  lawns  with  many  trees,  flowers  and  vegetable  gardens. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policy  set 
by  the  council. 
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10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


The  town  hires  its  own  police  — one  chief  and  one  constable. 

Building  Regulations  — Plans  for  new  buildings  must  conform  to  the 
National  Building  Code  and  must  be  approved  by  the  council  before  a permit 
is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta 
Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Provin- 
cial Health  Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Gas  Protection  Act. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  15  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  - One  420  GPM  pumper  with  a 350  gallon  water  tank,  1,900 
feet  of  2/2  inch  hose,  450  feet  of  1/2  inch  hose,  extension  and  roof  ladders,  1 
resuscitator,  1 all  service  gas  mask,  boots,  coats,  axes,  crowbars,  etc. 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  obtained  from  the  South  Saskatchewan  River 
and  pumped  into  a 278,000  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  42  fire  hydrants 
conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 


Reddiff  has  four  churches  serving  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community. 
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12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value  $ 240,425 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  2,820,020 

Business  137,211 

Power  21,270 

Gas  Lines  54,670 


Total  Assessment  $3,273,596 


Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

Mill  Rate  19.6  25.4  3 48  mills 

13.  AREAS 


Total  area  of  town  - 2,410  acres. 
Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 164  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  - 20  acres. 
Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes: 


Paved 

Gravel 

Total 

Provincial  Main 

2.8 

2.8 

Street  and  Roads 

32.8 

32.8 

Total  Miles 

35.6 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 7 miles. 

Water  mains  - 16  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by 
the  City  of  Medicine  Hat  Power  Company. 

Residential  Rates 

General  light  and  single  phase  appliances. 

First  30  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  30  KWH  used  per  month  - 4c  per  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  used  per  month  - l^c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  charge  - $1.00  per  month. 

Commercial  Rates 

Commercial  and  business  premises,  stores,  shops,  hotels,  lodges,  boarding 
and  rooming  houses  where  energy  is  metered  on  a single  meter. 

First  100  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - 4c  per  KWH. 
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Next  300  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 2c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  charge  - $1.00  per  month. 

Commercial  Power  Class  "C  - 1"  Rates 

Service  at  230  volts  for  three  phase  installation  of  not  less  than  5 HP  of 
rated  capacity. 

Demand  charge  - Per  HP  connected  or  KVA  measured  - $1.00  plus  an 

Energy  charge  - First  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  or  KVA  - lMc 
per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  or  KVA  - lc  per  KWH. 
Minimum  charge  - the  demand  charge  above  but  not  less  than  $5.00. 

Combined  Light  and  Power  Class  "C  - 2"  Rates 

Commercial  customers  within  the  reach  of  the  company’s  existing  lines 
equipped  for  120/208  volt  4- wire  services,  installations  must  have  a demand  not 
less  than  30  KVA  and  a consumption  over  5,000  KWH  per  month  and  be 
metered  on  a single  meter. 

Demand  charge  - Per  KVA  of  measured  demand  during  the  current 
month  or  any  of  the  preceding  eleven  months  - $1.00  per  KVA,  plus  an 

Energy  charge  - The  first  200  KWH  used  per  KVA  of  monthly  demand 
- Hie  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  KVA  of  monthly  demand  - lc  per  KWH. 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $105. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  and  is  filtered  and 
pumped  into  a 278,000  gallon  elevated  water  tower. 

Minimum  flat  rate  - $2.53  per  month. 

Industrial  rate  - 25c  per  M gallons. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  144 

Ignition  Loss  64 

Hardness  115 

Sulphates  13 

Chlorides  nil 


Alkalinity 


100 


Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 


Nitrites 

Nitrates 

Iron 


trace 


.1 

.4 

.5 


Fluorine 


Remarks  - Water  chemically  suitable. 
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17.  GAS 


Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  Canadian 
Western  Power  and  Fuel  Company. 

Residential  Rates 

All  MCF  used  per  month  - 25c  per  MCF. 

All  over  100,000  cu.  ft.  used  per  month  - 20c  per  MCF. 

Special  rates  can  be  secured  from  the  company  for  industrial  plants. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 14c  per  gallon. 

No  storage  tank  in  the  town  - supplied  by  Medicine  Hat  dealers. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Summer  grade  - 16.2c  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  - 18.2c  per  gallon. 

No  storage  tanks  in  town  - supplied  by  Medicine  Hat  dealers. 


20.  COAL 


No  coal  used. 

A mine  operated  in  the  area  until  1940. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  daily  products, 
poultry  products,  vegetables,  coal,  sand,  gravel,  gas  (natural). 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Alberta  Treasury  Branch 
Agency. 

Municipal  - Town  Office  housing  Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Foreman  of  Public  Works,  Police  Department,  Fire  Department. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  town.  The  nearest  hospital  is  located  at 
Medicine  Hat,  six  miles  southeast.  The  Medicine  Hat  Health  Unit  No.  1 
makes  weekly  calls  inspecting  pre-school  and  school  children. 

Other  Facilities  - 1 doctor,  1 drug  store. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  Number  of  Establishment 

Barbers  1 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - main  line  Vancouver  to  Montreal  via  Redcliff, 

daily. 

Greyhound  Bus  Line  - daily  service  east  and  west. 

Local  bus  service  - 5 trips  daily  to  and  from  Medicine  Hat. 

Local  truck  - to  and  from  Calgary  and  Medicine  Hat. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Nil. 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  Post 

Office. 
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Nearest  Radio  Station  - Medicine  Hat  CHAT. 

Nearest  TV  Station  - Medicine  Hat  CHAT-TV. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce,  Treasury  Branch  Agency. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Beer  License 

Redcliff  22  $2.00  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Number  of  Units  Grade  Rates 

Starlite  Motel  10  4 star  $6.00  up 

Alberta  Government  Park  - campsite. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Nazarene. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Oddfellows,  Eastern  Star,  Rebekahs,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Senior  Citizens,  Canadian  Club. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Redcliff  School  District  No.  2283  teach  grades  1 to  9.  Grades  10 
to  12  students  are  transported  by  bus  to  the  High  School  at  Medicine  Hat. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No. 

of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary  1-6 

12 

322 

Junior  High  7-9 

6 

149 

Private  Kindergarten 

1 

approx.  20 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Redcliff  Civic  Centre 

400 

no 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

150 

yes 

yes 

School  Auditorium  (2) 

800 

yes 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 


There  is  no  library  in  the  town.  Local  residents  use  the  facilities  in 
Medicine  Hat. 


37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Army  Cadets,  Cubs,  Scouts. 

Girls  - Girl  Guides,  Brownies. 

38.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  baseball,  softball,  swimming,  fishing,  soccer. 

Facilities  - Open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink,  swimming  pool,  baseball 
diamond,  playgrounds,  soccer  field. 


39.  FAIRS 

Nil. 


40. 


HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Redcliff  Savings  and  Credit  Union. 


42.  BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRIES 
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Glass  Works 
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43.  SITES 


Fully  serviced  residential  and  industrial  sites,  adjacent  to  trackage  and 
highway,  are  available  from  the  town  and  private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Redcliff  has  four  major  industries  which  are  three  brick  yards,  a glass 
factory,  pottery  and  five  greenhouses. 

The  town  serves  a large  ranching  and  wheat  producing  area  north  and 
west  of  Redcliff.  According  to  1956  census,  the  farms  are  large,  averaging  3,780 
acres,  of  which  only  30  per  cent  are  owned  by  the  operator.  The  average  area 
of  improved  land  per  farm  is  362  acres  of  which  240  acres  are  cropped,  160  to 
wheat.  Cattle  and  sheep  number  123  and  84  head  per  farm  respectively. 
Dairying,  hogs  and  poultry  raising  are  of  minor  importance  in  the  district. 
Cattle  receipts  account  for  two-thirds,  sheep  for  five  per  cent  and  grain  for  one- 
fifth  of  the  total  farm  cash  income. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 9 miles;  West  - 67  miles;  South  - 3 miles;  East  - 2 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 4,343. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,221. 


